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In a country where there are so many
different religions it is extremely difficult for the
State to take the responsibility for religious instruc-
tion. There are two alternatives for meeting
this difficulty. The State must either make
arrangements for teaching the principles of
different religious creeds or leave religious
instruction to parents and religious bodies
and confine the activities of the school to the
development of those qualities in a child which
would enrich his personality and enable him to
make his unique contribution to society. The
latter course includes the cultivation of ail
those finer feelings to which religion also makes
an appeal, but it rules out instruction in a particu-
lar creed. The Wardha Scheme rejects the former
alternative as impracticable and therefore adopts
the latter course.
The problem is by no means new.   It be-
came acute when the British
first  came   'mto   touch  whh
India.   The   early   agents of
the East India Company were indifferent to
the education of the people. Their main in-
terest was trade, and they did not want to
do anything by way of religious interference